ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Arnold clamping unit employed in an inj ection molding 
apparatus for opening and closing a mold having a movable 
mold plate and a fixed mold plate. The mold clamping unit 
comprises a mold clamping cylinder, mold opening means for 
applying a mold opening force of a predetermined magnitude 
to the movable mold plate in the direction from the closed 
position to the fully open position and moving the movable 
mold plate from the closed position to the predetermined 
half-open position located between the closed position and 
fully open position, and switching means for switching the 
mold clamping force generated by the mold clamping cylinder 
between the first mold clamping force which is larger than 
the mold opening force and a second mold clamping force 
which is smaller than the mold opening force by switching 
the supply pressure of working fluid supplied to the mold 
clamping cylinder. In such a configuration, special mold 
opening means for moving the movable mold plate from the 
closed position to the half-open position is provided 
separately in addition to the mold clamping cylinder. As 
a result, the movable mold plate can be accurately moved 
to the half-open position. 
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